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OUR FAITH  
AND  
PLASTIC 
POLLUTION
WHY JOIN THE SOCIAL 
PLASTIC REBELLION?

INTRODUCTION
Christians are becoming more environmentally aware and are 
rediscovering the call from the Scriptures to be stewards of creation 
and to live in harmony with the creation, of which we are a part. 

Many people are looking for a more holistic spirituality that leads 
us to live in harmony with creation, we see contemporary initiatives 
in all denominations being spearheaded by many faith groups to 
rediscover the ancient teachings of our faith in order to connect us 
again with creation. These provide meaningful ways for people to 
be coherent in their belief in God and their religious convictions by 
leading lives more considerate of the needs of our planet with a view 
towards care for its future as is the basis of Christian stewardship.

Although many of these initiatives are focusing on climate 
change—which is very urgent and important—the crisis that 
involves plastic waste has the same urgency, and our goal with this 
campaign is to advocate for believers to become more involved.

The amount of plastic we use has increased horrendously over the 
last few decades, and the volume is projected to continue increasing 
multiple times over in the years to come. The reasons for this are 
that plastic is cheap, easy to produce, light in weight, and difficult 
to break, making it a very useful material. So far, we have produced 
8.3 billion tons of it, and by 2050 that will increase to 40 billion tons 
manufactured in total. The disadvantage of plastic is that it is difficult 
to dispose of and takes a very long time to degrade. Basically, all the 
plastic we have produced is still here. A big portion of that plastic 
is creating environmental problems as 8 million tons enter the 
oceans every annually and create plastic islands as big as whole 
countries. Furthermore, the elements break it into smaller particles 
called microplastics, which led to the deaths of 1 million seabirds 
and 100,000 sea mammals annually. Through the food chain, micro-
plastic enters our bodies and causes harm to our health.

As this trend continues the volume of plastic waste in our seas will 
match the volume of fish with catastrophic consequences for seas, 
marine life and humans.

The Plastic Bank was founded by two Canadians, David Katz and 
Shaun Frankson, to prevent the flow of plastic waste into the ocean 
while improving lives. The company does this by revealing the value 
of the plastic through recycling, putting the value into the hands of 
the poor and by providing companies a closed-loop supply chain 
solution of environmentally and socially sound material, Social Plastic®. 
The award-winning Social Plastic is generated through a growing 
global movement—the Social Plastic rebellion—now present in 
Haiti, Brazil, Canada, Germany, the Philippines and Indonesia.

We are inviting believers from all faiths and denominations to 
join hands with us to transform plastic from waste into a valuable 
currency, creating the biggest convenience store for the poor, where 
everything is available through the collection and exchange of plastic.

Together, we are launching an Interfaith Social Plastic rebellion, 
since plastic is present in every parish, church, mosque and 
temple, and in the lives of all believers. 

Furthermore, faith communities can powerfully complement 
government and private sector initiatives, as faith gives people 
meaning and connects to deeper issues of worldview and culture. 
These are powerful drivers to engage people in changing behavior, 
which makes a significant impact in reducing plastic waste.

THE INTERFAITH 
SOCIAL PLASTIC 
REBELLION HAS 
TWO PRIMARY 
PROGRAMS. 

QUESTIONS  
TO CONSIDER

WHAT DOES PLASTIC  
WASTE HAVE TO DO  
WITH OUR FAITH? 

IS THERE A CONNECTION WITH  
OUR SPIRITUALITY AND HOW  
WE DISPOSE OF OUR GARBAGE?  

LOCAL IMPACT
Faith groups can empower 
the community and encourage 
believers to bring their plastic  

to receive cash, incentives or donate it to the 
church which therefore acts as a collection 
point. The deposited plastic is processed 
through local recycling partners into the 
Social Plastic supply chain.

GLOBAL IMPACT 
Building on the above program, 
faith communities can incentivize 
members to collect more plastic 

and mobilize believers to donate their value 
received from the plastic deposit program 
to operations in other countries to launch 
the Social Plastic rebellion in communities 
without proper waste management systems.

In the connectedness of these two programs, information is authentic and transparent through a blockchain technology, encouraging believers 
by allowing them to monitor the plastic their communities have collected. It also is a way to strengthen the unity among believers spanning 
different continents and denominations by caring together for God’s creation and worshipping the creator together in this meaningful way.
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INTERFAITH 
SOCIAL 
PLASTIC® 
TOOLKIT

‘Interfaith Social Plastic Manual, Fighting Ocean Plastic Using Principles 
of Christian Spirituality’, laying out the theological foundation and 
direction (this document). 

This first part is a series of sermons. The series’ topics progress 
from Genesis to Revelation, starting with emphasizing the goodness 
of creation as laid out  first. The following topics are the command 
to tend creation in Genesis 1:28. After that, the fall of humanity 
and the consequences for creation are discussed, as the agonizing 
of creation is described and the underlying reasons are given. By 
applying these theological concepts to daily life, we are enlivened 
by integrating social principles of the church, such as the worth and 
dignity of the human person, the community, and family; God’s love 
for the poor; the dignity of work and solidarity through neighborly 
love and with special emphasis on the care for creation.

Every topic includes relevant Bible texts and important thoughts to 
emphasize. However, as this material is used in a variety of contexts 
and audiences, we encourage the clergy or preacher to contextualize 
the material with locally relevant stories and illustrations that will 
excite and engage the receivers meaningfully.

_____

‘Social Plastic Rebels Youth Manual’

The ‘Social Plastic Youth Rebels Manual’ communicates the 
same themes for youth audiences. In many faith communities, 
young people are very active, and utilizing this energy can create 
momentum from within. Young people create powerful impact as 
they learn new behaviors while adopting an environmentally sound 

lifestyle. Thus, it is of great importance for not only sustaining the 
program, but to create long-term transformational impact in your 
community by teaching and training the next generation.

_____

The ‘Action Manual – Global North’* 

The ‘Action Manual- Global North’* is if your congregation is joining 
the program to mobilize your members to raise funds through 
their plastic deposits or plastic neutralization in order to empower 
communities globally as we have put together some tools that will 
help you to do this.

_____

The ‘Action Manual – Global South’*  

The ‘Action Manual- Global South’* is if your congregation is 
planning to set up a collection point to empower your community 
and you will find some tools on how to start a collection center and 
for training the collectors.

_____

The two action manuals, ‘Action Manual – Global North’ and ‘Action 
Manual – Global South’, outline the essential tools for launching a 
local Interfaith Social Plastic rebellion. Each applies the learning 
from the sermons and studies to practice the new spirituality of 
integrating care for creation into our daily lives. The intention is to 
mobilize and organize believers to create a momentum for action.

INTERFAITH 
SOCIAL PLASTIC® 
TOOLKIT

AS A PURPOSE DRIVEN PROGRAM TO MOBILIZE BELIEVERS 
IN THIS POWERFUL MISSION, PLASTIC BANK HAS CREATED 
A TOOLKIT TO ENGAGE FAITH COMMUNITIES WITH MEMBERS 
CREATING CHANGE IN VILLAGES, TOWNS AND CITIES. THIS 
TOOLKIT INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING PARTS:

*Note: Generally, definitions of the Global North include the United States, Canada, Europe, Israel, Japan, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan as well as Australia and New Zealand. The Global 
South is made up of Africa, Latin America, and developing Asia including the Middle East. The use of the terminology is more complex and goes beyond the scope of this paper. For more 
information, please read: Marea Clarke: Global South: What does it mean and why use the term? University of Victoria, Political Science, accessed at https://onlineacademiccommunity.uvic.
ca/globalsouthpolitics/2018/08/08/global-south-what-does-it-mean-and-why-use-the-term/

THEOLOGY FOR CREATION
The next section lays out the heart of our Theology for Creation and teaches 
us to act full of love, hope and faith to stop ocean plastic and to empower the 
poor by revealing the value of Social Plastic. These three powerful homilies 
will enliven your congregation to connect our faith and spirituality to confront 
the current plastic waste crisis and discover, how God is empowering them to 
be part of the solution and not the pollution. 

+ +
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THREE HOMILIES 
FOR STOPPING 
OCEAN PLASTIC 
AND EMPOWERING THE POOR

Introduction

This homily is one in which we will unpack the message of our faith 
in relationship with creation. We believe as Catholics that it is our 
calling to be good stewards of creation and to care for it with our full 
commitment as our service to God and humanity. 

_____

Rupture with Creation

God made the Human Person the Steward of Creation

In Psalm 148 the Psalmist summons all creatures by name asking 
them to praise God, the angels, the sun, the moon, the stars are all 
called upon to praise Him. In all there are 22 things that move upon 
the earth, the same number as the number of letters in the Hebrew 
alphabet. Here we see the role of the human person as leading all 
of creation towards God, Saint John Paul II said that we could be 
understood as being “the Shepherd of being.” 

The Plan of God is for humans to live in harmony with God, each other 
and creation by being good stewards. In Saint Paul VI’s encyclical, 
Populorum Progressio, he tells us that in the first pages of Scripture 
we read this mission from God: “‘Fill the earth and subdue it.’ This 
teaches us that the whole of creation is for man, that he has been 
charged to give it meaning by his intelligent activity, to complete and 
perfect it by his own efforts and to his own advantage.”

Let’s look at this first relationship between creation and humanity 
more closely:

RUPTURE WITH CREATION HOMILY #1

In the past, this passage was used with an emphasis on “subdue” 
and “have dominion,” which seems to give humans permission to 
act toward creation as we want, and to enslave creation without 
being concerned about the consequences to ecosystems and other 
life forms. 

So, let us look at these two phrases to unpack their meaning. The 
Hebrew word for “subdue” is kabash, which means to subjugate 
something that is hostile. To understand this, we need to be aware 
that at the onset of human civilization, the earth was a wilderness, 
and the Plan of God called upon humanity to perfect creation. It 
required transforming the hostile wilderness into a place where 
human settlements were safe and life could prosper. Kabash meant 
building fields and gardens, towns and roads. It does not mean to 
harm or destroy, but to create and cultivate by transforming a hostile 
environment that brings death into a friendly place that yields life.

“Having Dominion” is the word Radah that describes royal rulership. 
It is also used in Psalm 72:8 to describe the rule of God: He shall 
have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the 
ends of the earth. (Psalm 72:8). 

This indicates that God has entrusted us to have dominion, sharing 
with us as partakers of his dominion. This dominion is not for our 
sake, but is given to us by God to administer it for Him and in his 
place. Therefore, we can only administer this dominion as he would 
have done it, based on His Plan.  

God’s Plan for dominion is to love, care, to impart mercy and perfect, 
without oppression, exploitation and abuse.

But then sin entered the world and we see over and over again in the 
Old Testament the consequences of sin on humanity. 

Nevertheless, we know that God does not abandon His creation. 
Instead, He sent His Son, Jesus Christ to redeem the world and 
reconcile the human person to himself, to God, to his brothers and 
sisters and to creation.

In this healing relationship with creation, we are called not to an 
absolute lordship, but a ministerial one. John Paul II reminds us 
that in the biblical language “naming the creatures is the sign of 
this mission of knowing and transforming created reality. It is not 
the mission of an absolute and unquestionable master, but of a 
steward of God’s kingdom who is called to continue the Creator’s 
work, a work of life and peace.” We are therefore invited to become 
co-creators in the Lord’s work of creation.

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. 
And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth 
and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So, God 
created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them. And God blessed them. And God 
said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue 
it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”
(Gen 1:26-28 ESV)
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The Consequences of Sin

If we look around our communities, we may see areas in which 
we have not responded to God’s expectations, but much of the 
environmental damage we do is hidden from our day-to-day 
lives. How many of us have visited a landfill? Or have seen the 
accumulation of plastic in our rivers and oceans? We have hidden 
the sin of our rupture with creation.

As Catholics, we are called to respect life from conception until 
natural death. John Paul II said that the “respect for life and the 
dignity of the human person also extends to the rest of creation, 
which is called to join man in praising God.”

What happens when we don’t respect life and mistreat creation? It 
diminishes our own dignity and sacredness because it goes against 
what it means to be human, it goes against our call from God to be 
good stewards of creation. 

RUPTURE WITH CREATION 

So how can we respond? First, spiritually we must work to 
grow in conversion, to nurture ourselves in Scripture and 
the sacraments so that we can move to action.

In 2005 at Pope Benedict’s inaugural Mass, he lamented 
the growing “external deserts” in the world, but pointed out 
that they are a consequence of the internal deserts in the 
heart of people.Pope Benedict XVI said our responsibility 
to creation is universal, we all must respond and each one 
according to our resources and responsibilities (Message for 
the Celebration of the World Day of Peace, January 1, 2010).

Just as growing in conversion should make us more 
sensitive to the need for proper stewardship of creation, 
we should also become more engaged with those non-
Catholics who have been moved to action without a basis 
in Scripture and the sacraments because the Lord has also 
moved something in them and encouraged them to act.

_____

The call to reconciling with creation

We must therefore encourage and support the “ecological 
conversion” which in recent decades has made humanity 
more sensitive to the environmental disorder that we have 
helped create. Pope John Paul II warned us in 2001 that 
because of sin, we have lost our call to be the Creator’s 
“steward”, and instead have often acted as “an autonomous 
despot, who is finally beginning to understand that he must 
stop at the edge of the abyss.” 

Over the last several decades, Popes John Paul II, Benedict 
II and most recently Francis have called on Catholics to 
embrace an authentic “human ecology” which focuses 
on making the existence of creatures more dignified, 
through protecting the fundamental good of life in all its 
manifestations in creation and by thinking and planning for 
an environment more in conformity with the Creator’s plan. 

Here at _________ we are working with the Plastic Bank 
to put our faith into action. Over the next several weeks 
we will offer the opportunity to learn about the call to be 
stewards of the environment and also offer a practical way 
of stewarding the environment by setting up a plastic bank 
to deposit our plastics.

WHAT RESPONSIBILITY 
DO WE HAVE?

Introduction

“Reluctantly we come to acknowledge that there are scars 
which mark the surface of our earth: erosion, deforestation, the 
squandering of the world’s mineral and ocean resources in order to 
fuel an insatiable consumption.” These are not my words, but those 
of Pope Benedict XVI when he was flying from Rome to Australia for 
World Youth Day in 2008.

More than 10 years later, in many parts of the world, things are even 
worse than what Pope Benedict described, and in some of these 
areas, we’re facing a very serious ecological crisis. Pope Francis 
has continued this papal concern for the environment and recently 
lamented “The earth, our home, is beginning to look more and 
more like an immense pile of filth. In many parts of the planet, the 
elderly lament that once beautiful landscapes are now covered with 
rubbish. Industrial waste and chemical products utilized in cities 
and agricultural areas can lead to bioaccumulation in the organisms 
of the local population, even when levels of toxins in those places 
are low. Frequently no measures are taken until after people’s 
health has been irreversibly affected.” (Laudato si, 21)

When we speak about stewardship, we often talk about it either as the 
donation of time or money, but today I’d like to accent the Christian 
responsibility to the proper use of the resources we’ve been given. 

STEWARDSHIP HOMILY #2

Stewards of Creation

In the first chapter of Genesis, God entrusts creation to man: 

In the past, this passage was sometimes presented with an 
emphasis on “subdue” and “have dominion,” which seems to give 
humans permission to act toward creation as they want, and to 
enslave creation without minding the consequences to ecosystems 
and other life forms. 

So, let us look at these two phrases to unpack their meaning. The 
Hebrew word for “Subdue” is kabash, which means to subjugate 
something that is hostile. To understand this, we need to be aware 
that at the onset of human civilization, the earth was a wilderness, 
and human activity was aimed toward survival and cultivating the 
earth. It required transforming the hostile wilderness into a place 
where human settlements were safe and life could prosper. Kabash 
meant building fields and gardens, towns and roads. It does not 
mean to harm or destroy, but to create and cultivate by transforming 
a hostile environment that brings death into a friendly place that 
yields life.

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. 
And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of thee heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth 
and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So, God 
created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them. And God blessed them. And God 
said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue 
it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 
(Gen 1:26-28 ESV)
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Dominion means Stewardship and Caring

“Having Dominion” is the word Radah that describes royal rulership. 
It is also used in Psalm 72:8 to describe the rule of God: May he also 
rule/have dominion from sea to sea/And from the River to the ends 
of the earth. (Psalm 72:8 NASB). 

This indicates that God has entrusted us to have dominion, sharing 
with us as partakers of his dominion. This means this dominion is 
not for our sake but is given to us by God to administer it for him and 
in his place. Therefore, we can only administer this dominion as he 
would have done it, based on his values and principles.  But how is 
this rulership then to be implemented? Verses 12-14 describe it as 
follows: For he will deliver the needy when he cries for help, The 
afflicted also, and him who has no helper. He will have compassion 
on the poor and needy, And the lives of the needy he will save. He 
will rescue their life from oppression and violence, And their blood 
will be precious in his sight. (Psalm 72:12-14 NASB)

STEWARDSHIP HOMILY #2

Stewardship in the Gospel

The final and supreme example of servant leadership is the Lord 
Jesus Christ himself. He taught his disciples that having dominion 
means service and humility.

And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “Calling them 
to Himself, Jesus said to them, “You know that those who are 
recognized as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them; and their 
great men exercise authority over them. But it is not this way among 
you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your 
servant; and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave of 
all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give His life a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:42-45 NASB)

The Lord calls us here to be servants and committed to humility. 
Following the way of Christ, dominion and subduing means service, 
giving of ourselves and having an attitude that considers others 
more important than oneself. It means to constrain oneself so 
others can thrive.

In relation to our stewardship of creation, the application of these 
principles means that pollution, exploitation and destruction are 
not a right, but rather preservation, care and conservation are to be 
pursued. We are to love creation the way Christ loves us.

Conclusion

We have come to the point in human history that applying these 
principles to creation has an urgency that will decide whether life on 
earth will survive or not. Pollution and destruction of creation have 
reached levels that stretch the earth beyond its capacity. The way 
we use resources is at a level that we will soon need three planets 
like Earth to sustain our consumption. Therefore, we need to act 
immediately and radically. And we need to act together.

Here in our church, we are taking an important step by partnering 
with the Plastic Bank. We recognize the negative impact of plastic 
pollution and we are committed to stopping it. 

The poor, needy and broken crying out are not only people living 
in poverty, it is also our earth being ravaged and exploited. It has 
been impoverished from its former beauty and splendor with plastic 
waste everywhere. If subduing the earth means making our common 
home a lifegiving place, we need to deal with plastic waste radically.
If we are serious about being Christians, then we are serious 
about being good stewards. This means we must be serious about 
handling plastic properly in our community. We can even use it to do 
good through the partnership we have with the Plastic Bank.

Instead of throwing plastic away, we return it into the supply chain 
and recycle it, so it can be made into new products. This makes us 
into good stewards of creation, as well as of the plastic we consume.

Our partnership with Plastic Bank is our application of being good 
stewards, serving our community and nature. We extend this 
invitation to all of you and ask you to join the practical trainings 
on recycling and how we operate the Plastic Bank center. We have 
flyers for you that explain to you the mechanics and the reward 
system included.

We are excited to make this work, and we again have our Bible 
Study to dive deeper into the learning for today, as well as four more 
sermons in this series. We hope you find this learning meaningful 
and are as excited as us to move this forward.
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Introduction

In today’s homily, I’d like to speak about the intersection between 
our spiritual lives and how we concretely live them in our treatment 
of the environment.

Today there’s a lot of debate around what’s called either “global 
warming” or “climate change.” I’m not going to enter into that 
debate, but rather leave that to scientists and environmental experts. 
Instead, I’d like to talk about what we do know: as Christians we 
have been given a responsibility by God to care for all of creation.

From Saint Pope Paul VI to our current Pope, Francis, we’ve 
been called upon over the decades to strengthen and mature our 
conscience with regards to how we minister our resources and care 
for the environment.

Today we find ourselves in a situation where in many parts of the 
world, we are facing an ecological disaster and creation cries out 
for healing.

_____

Our “Common Home”

Many of the mainstream ecological movements present Catholics 
with a real dilemma because they fail to offer us a space to 
harmonize the love of God and His Commandments with the proper 
and ordered love of creation.

Pope Francis tried to reconcile some of these conflicts in his 
2015 Encyclical Laudato Si, or Praised Be. In his reflection, the 
Pope presents the idea that the earth should be considered as our 
“common home”, like a sister “with whom we share our life and a 
beautiful mother who opens her arms to embrace us” (Laudato si, 1)

If we consider the earth as our “common home”, it means that we 
have to reconsider our relationships with other people. My actions, 
how I live, what I consume, how I commute, all of these things affect 
my brothers and sisters within our “home.”

Pope Benedict deepened on this very idea by writing, “A new trajectory 
of thinking is needed in order to arrive at a better understanding 
of the implications of our being one family; interaction among the 
peoples of the world calls us to embark upon this new trajectory, so 
that integration can signify solidarity rather than marginalization” 
(Caritas en Veritate, 53).

GOD’S LOVE FOR ALL OF CREATION HOMILY #3

This new trajectory of thinking also needs to be applied to our 
relationship with creation. As Catholics, we are invited by the Lord 
to be stewards of creation. We know from Genesis that the Lord 
created us, and all of creation, from nothing, and that we are all 
intimately connected in a similar way as the Trinity is connected and 
a perfect communication of love. When God created us, He left His 
mark on us and sustains us so that we remain in Him, just as He 
sustains all of creation. If we are to become saints, we must center 
ourselves and all of our actions  on God. When we sin against our 
neighbor, we break the covenant of love with them and with God. 
When we are reckless in our consumption of goods, we also break 
the covenant of love with creation and with Our Lord.

According to Pope Benedict, it is the “covenant between human 
beings and the environment, which should mirror the creative love 
of God.” This is how a Catholic should approach creation, with the 
same love, concern, and tenderness that God shows human beings.

The Earth is Groaning

In Romans 8:22 Saint Paul writes, “For we know that the whole 
creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until 
now.” The Apostle reminds us, here, that when sin entered the 
world, it was not just human beings that fell from grace and were 
affected, but also all of creation. Creation, too, yearns for healing 
and reconciliation. In God’s Plan, humans were originally called to 
steward creation and to perfect it. With Jesus Christ, we now have 
the gifts of the sacraments to assist us in this work. Unfortunately, 
though, what we see is that our sin does not only affect us or our 
human brothers and sisters, but also our “Mother Earth.” 

With the rise of our technology and all of the benefits we have gained 
through the use of our intelligence, we’ve also multiplied the effects 
of our sins upon the earth. As the interior deserts of humanity 
multiply, so do their effects on the exterior, creating new deserts 
and wastelands on the earth.
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GOD’S LOVE FOR ALL OF CREATION HOMILY #3

WASTELANDS 
ARE GROWING
PLASTIC
We all produce waste, but 100 years ago, all 
the waste was biodegradable or reusable. 
Today, with all the synthetic materials 
we’ve created, this waste will not rot, even 
after a hundred years. The consequence of 
this are plastic deserts.

DEFORESTATION AND  
LOSS OF BIODIVERSITY
In the last 30 years we have lost 30% of our 
biodiversity, and every year we lose forest 
area the size of Panama.

FIRST, WE SHOULD UNDERSTAND WHY 
THESE WASTELANDS ARE GROWING. 
THE CONSEQUENCES OF SIN CAUSE:

URBANIZATION
By 2050, 66% of the world’s population will 
live in cities. Most of this city growth does 
not consider the proper way to coexist with 
the surrounding environment and will not 
only destroy ecosystems nearby, but also 
farther away, as water is channeled from 
other areas leading to shortages there, 
while simultaneously waste is transported 
out of the city, redistributing the pollution.

IGNORANCE
Sin causes the human person to have the 
wrong priorities in life, to give the wrong 
importance to certain issues, and to remain 
in the darkness about certain realities.  

POWER AND GREED
Many companies make more money from 
producing low cost products or packaging 
that harms the environment. Making money 
on something that ultimately harms others 
and the planet is greed. 

PLEASURE
Some people know the right thing to do, 
but they are too comfortable to change 
their habits. For example, segregating 
waste requires a little extra effort. 

FEAR
Often people with few resources have no 
choice but to do harmful things to nature as 
it’s their only option to survive. If all of your 
effort is focused on feeding your family, how 
can you have any energy left to consider the 
proper stewardship of the environment? 

POLLUTION
Pollution of water and air kills about 100 
million people yearly, that is the whole 
population of the Philippines. Air pollution 
causes about 20% of all lung cancers.

By 2050, we will have 
40 BILLION TONS OF 
PLASTIC on Earth, more 
than 10X the amount we 
have created today.

The oceans may  
contain MORE PLASTIC 
THAN FISH by 2050.

Marine plastic kills over 
1,000,000 SEABIRDS 
AND 100,000 MARINE 
MAMMALS annually, not 
to mention micro plastic 
entering the food chain 
through fish into humans

Nearly all the plastic 
ever produced still exists.

7 BILLION KG of 
plastic enters the 
ocean each year.

HOW SHOULD  
WE RESPOND?

Our “common home” is groaning and we have a responsibility to 
become better stewards of what has been entrusted to us. 

We are called to have a similar love towards creation that God has 
towards us: one of mercy, concern, and care. 

If we are serious about our Christian commitment, then we must be 
serious about our call to be good stewards. Practically this means 
we need to discover ways to reduce the ways we negatively impact 
the environment and positive ways to improve it.
This is why, as a parish, we’ve decided to partner with Plastic Bank. 
Instead of throwing plastic away, we return it into the supply chain 
and recycle it, so it can be made into new products. This makes us 
into good stewards of creation, as well as of the plastic we consume.
Our partnership with Plastic Bank is our application of being good 
stewards, serving our community and nature. We extend this 
invitation to all of you and ask you to join the practical trainings 
on recycling and how we operate the Plastic Bank center. We have 
flyers for you that explain to you the mechanics and the reward 
system included.

We are excited to make this work, and we will offer a small group 
studies to dive deeper into some of the topics we touched on today, 
as well as others that Plastic Bank has helped us to prepare. 

Let us end with a prayer by Saint Francis:

CONCLUSION 

To date, this opportunity is the only one of its kind for mobilizing 
and training faith communities to launch a rebellion that will 
change the world around them by revealing the value of plastic 
and preventing plastic from entering the ocean.

Together, we foster a spirituality of living in harmony 
and service of creation, unpacking a new perspective on 
biblical texts and traditions. It engages believers to become 
agents of change in their own households first, and in their 
communities. This empowers not only individuals, but also 
the whole faith community to move in unity, demonstrating 
God’s love for people and creation in a powerful way.

After teaching your congregation, the next step is to 
move to action. It is action that transforms the world and 
demonstrates the love of our God. Please, study the “Action 
Manual” depending on your location and context, if you 
operate in the Global South or Global North and organize 
your congregation for action. As a practical advice, you 
don’t need to finish all three sermons before you can 
start to action. We suggest, you work parallel and start 
organizing your church using the action tools, while you 
are also teaching these homilies. For having your whole 
congregation aligned, we suggest also to work with your 
youth leaders to teach our “Social Plastic Rebels” youth 
manual to enliven your young people together with the 
whole church. In that way, you create a momentum in your 
church that is unleashing all believers to act together and in 
unity powerfully for transformation.

We pray that God will bless you in moving this crucial action 
forward and are with you anytime you need help and advice. 
We are also thrilled to hear your story and join in your victory 
as well as linking you to the victories of other faith groups. 

Please write our Congregations Engagement Specialist 
Peter Nitschke at peter@plasticbank.com.

Shalom and God bless you!

AFTER THE HOMILIES:  
WHAT IS NEXT? 

Most High, all-powerful, good Lord, all praise is yours, all glory, all 
honor, and all blessing. To you, alone, Most High, do they belong. No 
mortal lips are worthy to pronounce your name. All praise be yours, 
my Lord, through all you have made, and first my lord Brother 
Sun, who brings the day; and through whom you give us light. How 
beautiful is he, how radiant in all his splendor; Of you, Most High, he 
bears the likeness.
(From Saint Francis of Assisi, Patron of the environment, of animals 
and of environmentalists) 
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CHURCH PLEDGE OF COMMITMENT

Name of Church: ______________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________

We, the __________________________________(name of church), have committed to partner with Plastic Bank, 

_______________________________(local address of Plastic Bank), to implement the Plastic Bank Stewardship 

Program through our church.

We commit to put our faith in action fighting ocean plastic and empowering poor communities through the 

following activities:

     •  Mobilize our members and the wider community to act on fighting ocean plastic.

     •  Use the toolkit with the training and youth manual to educate our members.

     •  Set up a committee in our church to implement the program.

     •  Implement the program with full of passion and excitement.

Place and Date: _______________________________________________________________________________

Church Representative:  ________________________________________________________________________

Plastic Bank Representative:  ____________________________________________________________________
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We want to hear from you! Please contact us at interfaith@plasticbank.com 

For more information, you can check us out at https://www.plasticbank.com/


